The recent discovery of a cache of 48 Nasca severed heads provides archaeologists with the largest-known associated and provenienced corpus of this material. Although recovery of the skulls was conducted as a salvage operation and the wider spatial context of the Jind is still unknown, preliminary physical anthropological analysis of the skeletal material, along with archaeological comparison of the cache, provide valuable information on the nature and role of head-hunting in ancient Nasca society of the south coast of Peru.
Early Nasca iconography shows an outstanding emphasis on themes concerning agricultural fertility (Proulx 1983 ). We believe that there is a relation among trophy heads, ancestors, and principles of cyclical death and regeneration/rebirth/fertility (cf. Proulx 1971 Proulx , 1983 Proulx , 1989 ) similar to the connection of trophy-head sacrifice to agricultural fertility and the marking of cyclical time that Gillespie (1991) has recently indicated for the mesoamerican ball game. In this light, we point to the substitutability of germinating beans and trophy heads in Paracas Necropolis iconography (which is intimately related to Early Nasca iconography) and to the conjunction of fertility celebrations and homages to the dead in traditional Andean society (see Allen 1988 associated Late Intermediate period ceramics. The south face of Cerro Carapo, on which the trophyhead cache was located, is covered with more than 500 habitation terraces associated mostly with Nasca 1 pottery (Figure 2) . The trophy-head cache is intrusive into this context. Late Intermediate period sherds were identified on the surface and in the sides of deep trenches excavated by looters within the modern cemetery. A small number of Nasca 5 sherds were also observed on the surface near Site P538.
The cache was discovered through the activity of looters who partially destroyed the cache. Upon our intervention, the jumbled remains of 15 skulls lay around the hole the looters had made ( Figure  4) . Each of these skulls had a hole in the frontal bone and exhibited artificial deformation of the frontal-occipital type associated with Nasca culture (see Weiss 1962) . Careful examination of the sides of the looters' hole revealed the presence of at least two more skulls in situ. This prompted our salvage operation.
The looters' hole in which the cache was found measured 1 m (north-south) by 1.2 m (east-west) and was about 1 m deep prior to excavation. A 3-x-4-m trench was defined around the pit. This excavation unit was subsequently extended at its southeast corner when Burial 1 was found. A further extension to the northwest was added to define the full extent of the context of the skulls. 
Description of the Stratigraphy
The stratigraphy (Figure 6 ) encountered above the cache of skulls is described below in the order in which it was excavated. Level 1. Level l was a shallow (.04 m) surface deposit dipping gently northeast-southwest. It consisted of small angular and subangular stones, a few larger rocks, many small fragments of vegetal fiber, and goat and cow excrement in a matrix of loose, light brown silty soil. Also incorporated in the deposit were 10 Nasca l, one Nasca 5, one Nasca 4 or 5, and 53 undatable potsherds, human bone fragments, pieces of textile, and two mother-of-pearl fragments.
Level 2. Level 2 lay conformably under Level 1 and over Levels 3 and 4, dipping gently northeastsouthwest. It consisted of a deposit .04-. 12 m deep of gravel in a matrix of brown silty soil. Associated with the main constituents of the layer were 40 Nasca l sherds, one probably Nasca 5 sherd, 22 Nasca sherds that could not be assigned to a particular phase, one Late Intermediate period sherd, a fragment of a Late Intermediate period female figurine, five panpipe sherds, two ceramic spindle whorls, a piece of plainweave cloth, a tuft of wool, a gourd fragment, bits of mother-of-pearl, plant remains (peanut, charred corn), shells (sea urchin, snail, Choromytilus sp.), tiny slivers of bone, and goat and guinea pig excrement. Level 2 was the product of modern activity on a surface littered with ancient materials, probably derived from neighboring slopes and cast up by looting. Levels 3 and 4. Levels 3 and 4 were excavation subdivisions of an essentially single deposit between .08 and . 14 m deep. They lay conformably under Level 2 and over Level 5, dipping gently northeast-southwest. Organic material (cane and carbonized wood) was concentrated in clumps within the general matrix of the layer, which was a loose brown to gray soil mixed with brown and white sand and gravel. In places the surface of the deposit formed a hard patch of calcareous sandy silt. Within the deposit were found one Ocucaje 10, five Nasca 1, and 19 Nasca potsherds not assignable as to phase, a fragment of marine shell, and small scraps of cotton textile and thread. Levels 3 and 4 were excavated over three-quarters of the area of the trench but left undisturbed in the southwest corner. Upon removal of the deposit in the southeast corner a burial (Burial 1) was encountered excavated into the surface of Level 5. Levels 3 and 4 appeared to be the product of natural agencies acting on the surface of the terrace and its adjacent slopes. face down with its lower limbs extended. The left arm was flexed with the hand laid against the right cheek and temple, while the right arm was flexed away from the body with the right hand covering the stomach region. The individual had been wrapped in a plainweave cloth covering all the body down to the knees. Preservation of the bones was very good, and its head hair and some pubic hair survived. A skein of green thread and a sling lay very close to the left hand at the crown of the head. We interpret these items as an offering. One cotton seed was found in the fill by the right side of the head, and a small amount of llama excrement was scattered in the pit fill. The date of this burial is unknown other than that it was found under Levels 3/4 and was excavated into Level 5. Analysis of the burial to establish sex, age, and possible cause of death is pending.
Level 5. Level 5 lay conformably under Levels 3 and 4 and over Levels 6 and 7, dipping northeast to southwest. Burial 1 was dug into the surface of this level. The deposit varied in thickness from .05 to .2 m. It consisted of whitish coarse sand and gravel associated with a few large waterworn stones. Within the deposit were found six Nasca 1 and 31 Nasca sherds unassignable to phase, two fragments of panpipes, and a small piece of a human skull. The deposit appeared to be the product of natural agencies.
There is no evidence from Levels 5 to 1 to suggest sequential cultural activity on the site such as would aid us in dating or speculating about the precise context of the burial of the trophy heads described below. Figure 513 ] on which are portrayed caches of multiple trophy heads resting on plain cloth within stepped mounds; white-masked and unmasked human actors participate in some form of seemingly ritual activity). The deposit was heaped over the site of the cache immediately after the infilling of the trophy-head pit. Therefore, the latest pottery found in this deposit gives the date at, or after which, the operation took place. The latest pottery found was a diagnostic Nasca 5 sherd (Figure 9) . Therefore, the authors consider the cache to date to either Nasca 5 or later in the Nasca sequence. This argument would only be invalidated were it to be demonstrated that the Nasca 5 sherd was a later intrusion, but the excavators consider that the sherd was integrally associated with Levels 6/7. The presence of numerous Nasca 1 sherds in several deposits has no bearing on the date of the cache as they are rubbish survivals from the adjacent Nasca 1 habitation site (see Browne 1992 Preservation. The in situ skulls were in a good state of preservation. All had some traces of hair, or there were hair impressions in the mud attached to the cranium. Between Skulls 1 and 5 a mat of hair was preserved on top of the clean sand surface below the skulls, and elsewhere other portions of hair were also encountered.
In three cases (Numbers 9-11) braided fiber rope was protruding from the hole in the frontal bone of the skull. These were the remains of suspension cords, and associated with them were small wooden crossmembers around which the cords were tied on the inside of the skull, thereby securing them to the skull. A fragment of carbonized wood was recovered from between Skulls 18 and 19.
When the deposit at the base of the skulls was encountered, it was found to consist of silt and crackled mud indicating that water had entered the pit at some stage. This accounts for the lack of examined the skulls in 1989, observed extensive cut marks or butchering marks on the faces of the skulls (Figure 14) . He interprets the marks as evidence for flaying and subsequent refitting of the skin over the skull. The skulls do not show sun-bleaching (Verano 1990). We believe that this means that before being deposited in the cache the skulls were probably not kept outside or they were protected from sunlight. The teeth show postmortem spalling of the enamel, probably as a result of the skulls being moved around which, in turn, suggests that they were not immediately buried upon being taken from their originally living owners (Verano 1990). Yet although the skulls were kept around for some time before being deposited they do not show patina (Verano 1990). This suggests that they were not handled a great deal.
Verano (1990) has determined that all except one of the skulls are from adult males between 20 and 45 years of age; they were all robust individuals with good muscle attachments. The exceptional skull belonged to an individual of indeterminable sex, between 12 and 15 years old.
There is almost no evidence for how the individuals met their death. Only one skull showed a perimortem injury that could have led to death (Verano 1990). It was made by a blunt object on the occipital bone that compressed the inside of the skull and could have caused a brain hemorrhage; but there is just a slight surface fracture. Two skulls exhibited depressed fractures that had healed (Verano 1990).
We argue that the skulls belonged to Nasca people on the basis of the kind of cranial deformation displayed, the treatment of the skulls as Nasca trophy heads (i.e., the hole in the frontal bone and the carrying cords), and the fact that the cache intruded into a Nasca 1 habitation site and was sealed by a stratum containing a Nasca 5 sherd. But, because the skulls were recovered in a limited salvage operation, we know little about their specific context. When political conditions in Peru improve, we plan to expand the excavation on Cerro Carapo so as to recover more information on this matter. Nevertheless, the cache is significant for it is the largest associated and scientifically excavated grouping of trophy heads known from Precolumbian Peru. The Cerro Carapo cache differs from the finds discussed above in terms of the number of skulls present and their arrangement. Furthermore, there is no indication that the Cerro Carapo cache was associated with a burial or architecture, although we recognize the need to expand the excavation so as to recover the full context of this find.
COMPARISON OF THE CERRO CARAPO CACHE TO OTHER

THE CERRO CARAPO CACHE IN THE CONTEXT OF ANCIENT NASCA SOCIETY
Early Nasca interest in trophy heads and head-hunting occurred during the apogee of Early Nasca society a social formation that overtly emphasized ritual and religious sanction as its means of cultural (social, political, economic) integration (Silverman 1988 (Silverman , 1993 . The ceremonial focus of this cultural florescence and int¢gration was the great ritual and pilgrimage center of Cahuachi in the Nazca Valley (Silverman 1988, 1993 ). There is little or no archaeological evidence ofterritorial conquest in Early Nasca times (Silverman 1993; cf. Massey 1986; Rowe 1963) and internecine warfare probably was not the source of the rare Early Nasca trophy heads and headless bodies found in Early Nasca cemeteries (cf. Proulx 1989) . Rather, they appear to be the result of some kind(s) of ritual activity, still to be defined more precisely. Carmichael (1988: 183) estimates that approximately 5 percent of the Nasca population lost their heads. Although infrequent among human actors, headhunting appears to have been a relatively common activity among the Nasca supernatural agents portrayed on ceramic art.
The Nasca archaeological record-in art and on the ground-strongly suggests that there was a change in trophy-head activity between Early and Late Nasca times. With the abandonment in Nasca 4 times of Cahuachi as the major cult and cultural center of Early Nasca society, head-hunting activity increased in frequency, and an equally notable change in the context of trophy-head representation occurred in Late Nasca art as militaristic themes, rather than supernatural ones, came to be emphasized (Roark 1965). The apparently real increase in the amount/frequency of headhunting activity between Early and Late Nasca times remains to be explained by scholars.
In the possible ritual bleeding prior to or immediately after death (Baraybar 1987 Perhaps the Late Nasca leaders were trying to consolidate the personal gains they achieved through trophy head-taking (as manifested, for instance, in the ceramic portraits of richly attired, trophy-headbearing leaders) into effective social power. Also, increased interest in head-taking and head conservation in Late Nasca times, as part of an ancestor cult, could reflect a perceived need to assert and affirm, on the basis of kinship, claims to territory and resources (material as well as social and ideological) in an increasingly circumscribed setting. Such a competitive landscape could have generated the warfare/ritual battles portrayed in Late Nasca art.
Nasca trophy-head activity appears to have fulfilled various functions. At the same time, it is important to remember that Nasca trophy-head activity was not static over the centuries. Dynamic social and political changes in Nasca culture occurred over time and are reflected in Nasca iconography and in the situational context and distribution of real trophy heads. Trophy head-taking was an important element of Nasca ritual life. In Late Nasca times it also appears to have played a tangible social and political role for the iconography suggests that increased status and social position were gained by successful headhunters or, following Sonia Guillen, head conservators. Despite diachronic changes in the nature of Nasca trophy-head activity, long-term symbolic integrity and continuity were preserved. The trophy head remained an object of immense importance, ritual power, and sanctity, and Nasca head-hunting is congruent with the warfare, ritual battles, and sacrificial practices found in other ancient complex societies (and well documented in the Andes).
The Cerro Carapo cache clearly pertains to Nasca people. It dates to Nasca S times or later, ca. A.D. 500 or later; more excavation and radiocarbon assays on recovered organic matenals are needed to precisely date the find. By virtue of its size the Cerro Carapo cache offers some of the best available evidence for understanding the prevalent ancient Nasca custom of head-hunting. We are particularly interested in determining who lost whose heads and why. Did it depend on the cultural definition of local and foreign populations? We recognize the need to take more measurements and examine more traits on these skulls, particularly insofar as physiognomy, dental wear, and vanants of cranial deformation are concerned. We also are keenly interested in running DNA tests on the extant tissue adhering to some of the skulls to see if the degree of genetic relatedness among these individuals can be determined. Until such time as further excavation and analysis can be conducted we offer this report as an addition to the literature on this noteworthy practice.
